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 C
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 p
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 p
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ra
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 o
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 b
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 r
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at
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 b
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' p
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 m
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, f
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at
e 

in
flu

en
ce

. H
ow

ev
er

, i
n 

a 
st

ud
y 

of

a 
he

te
ro

ge
ne

ou
s 

sa
m

pl
e 

of
 h

ig
h 

sc
ho

ol
 s

en
io

rs
. G

ilm
or

e 
et

 a
l. 

(1
97

8)
 fo

un
d 

th
at

, a
s 

pa
re

nt
al

in
co

m
e 

an
d 

ed
uc

at
io

n 
in

cr
ea

se
, t

he
 a

ge
 a

t w
hi

ch
 s

tu
de

nt
s 

be
gi

n 
to

 th
in

k 
ab

ou
t a

tte
nd

in
g 

co
lle

ge

de
cr

ea
se

s.

4

R
aa

ff
ah

ni
ci

ty
.

T
he

 r
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at
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at
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 c
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t c
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ra
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 b
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 b
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f p
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 c
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 p
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 b
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P
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ra
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w
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 o
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ra
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em

ic
. A

cc
or

di
ng

 to

O
ak

es
 (

19
92

),
 tr

ac
ki

ng
 c

re
at

es
 "

la
ye

rs
" 

of
 d

iff
er

en
t c

ou
rs

es
 "

w
he

re
in

 s
tu

de
nt

s 
fo

llo
w

 c
ur

ric
ul

ar

tr
aj

ec
to

rie
s 

in
te

nd
ed

 to
 p

re
pa

re
 th

em
 fo

r 
di

ffe
re

nt
 p

os
ts

ec
on

da
ry

 d
es

tin
at

io
ns

" 
(p

. 1
2)

.

T
ra

ck
in

g 
ap

pe
ar

s 
to

 b
e 

in
flu

en
ce

d 
by

 s
ev

er
al

 s
tu

de
nt

 b
ac

kg
ro

un
d 

ch
ar

ac
te

ris
tic

s 
an

d 
to

 h
av

e

a 
su

bs
eq

ue
nt

 e
ffe

ct
 o

n 
th

e 
co

lle
ge

 c
ho

ic
e 

pr
oc

es
s.

 B
os

si
er

 &
 S

ta
ge

 (
19

92
) 

re
po

rt
ed

 th
at

 S
E

S
,

ab
ili

ty
, a

nd
 p

ar
en

ta
l e

nc
ou

ra
ge

m
en

t e
xe

rt
 a

 s
tr

on
g 

in
flu

en
ce

 u
po

n 
w

hi
ch

 a
ca

de
m

ic
 tr

ac
k 

st
ud

en
ts

ar
e 

en
ro

lle
d 

in
 d

ur
in

g 
hi

gh
 s

ch
oo

l. 
O

ak
es

 (
19

92
) 

re
po

rt
ed

 th
at

 p
la

ce
m

en
ts

 a
re

 ir
tfl

ue
nc

ed
 b

y

st
ud

en
ts

' r
ac

e 
an

d 
so

ci
al

 c
la

ss
. I

n 
fa

ct
, t

hr
ou

gh
ou

t t
he

 g
ra

de
s,

 "
ra

ce
, s

oc
ia

l c
la

ss
 a

nd
 tr

ac
k

as
si

gn
m

en
ts

 c
or

re
la

te
 c

on
si

st
en

tly
--

w
ith

 lo
w

-in
co

m
e 

st
ud

en
ts

 a
nd

 n
on

-A
si

an
 m

in
or

iti
es

di
sp

ro
po

rt
io

na
te

ly
 e

nr
ol

le
d 

in
 lo

w
-t

ra
ck

 c
la

ss
es

 a
nd

 a
dv

an
ta

ge
d 

st
ud

en
ts

 a
nd

 w
hi

te
s 

m
or

e 
of

te
n

en
ro

lle
d 

in
 th

e 
hi

gh
 tr

ac
k.

P
re

vi
ou

s 
re

se
ar

ch
 in

di
ca

te
s 

th
at

 s
tu

de
nt

s 
fr

om
 d

iff
er

en
t i

nc
om

e 
gr

ou
ps

 a
nd

 r
ac

ia
l/e

th
ni

c

gr
ou

ps
 s

uf
fe

r 
fr

om
 s

te
re

ot
yp

ic
al

 e
xp

ec
ta

tio
ns

 o
f s

ch
oo

l a
nd

 s
oc

ie
ty

. H
al

lin
an

 (
19

92
) 

fo
un

d 
th

at

st
ud

en
ts

 w
ith

 v
er

y 
lo

w
 s

oc
io

-e
co

no
m

ic
 s

ta
tu

s 
w

er
e 

si
gn

ifi
ca

nt
ly

 m
or

e 
lik

el
y 

to
 b

e 
pl

ac
ed

 in
 a

 lo
w

tr
ac

k.
 U

se
em

 (
19

92
) 

re
po

rt
ed

 th
at

 s
tu

de
nt

s 
w

er
e 

m
or

e 
lik

el
y 

to
 b

e 
pl

ac
ed

 in
 h

ig
h 

tr
ac

ks
 if

 th
ei

r

pa
re

nt
s 

w
er

e 
hi

gh
ly

 e
du

ca
te

d 
an

d 
th

us
 m

or
e 

lik
el

y 
to

 in
vo

lv
e 

th
em

se
lv

es
 in

 a
nd

 in
flu

en
ce

 th
ei

r

ch
ild

re
n'

s 
tr

ac
k 

pl
ac

em
en

t. 
In

 a
dd

iti
on

, K
er

sh
aw

 (
19

92
) 

an
d 

O
ak

es
 (

19
92

) 
co

nt
en

de
d 

th
at

 lo
w

er

cl
as

s 
an

d 
m

in
or

ity
 s

tu
de

nt
s 

ar
e 

m
or

e 
lik

el
y 

to
 b

e 
pl

ac
ed

 in
 lo

w
er

 tr
ac

ks
 a

nd
 m

or
e 

lik
el

y 
to

 b
e

pe
rc

ei
ve

d 
by

 te
ac

he
rs

 to
 h

av
e 

le
ss

 a
ca

de
m

ic
 a

bi
lit

y 
th

an
 s

tu
de

nt
s 

fr
om

 m
id

dl
e 

an
d 

up
pe

r 
cl

as
s

ba
ck

gr
ou

nd
s.

B
ra

dd
oc

k 
(1

99
3)

, i
n 

hi
s 

st
ud

y,
 c

on
cl

ud
ed

 th
at

 A
fr

ic
an

 A
m

er
ic

an
, L

at
in

o,
 a

nd
 N

at
iv

e

A
m

er
ic

an
 s

tu
de

nt
s 

ar
e 

m
uc

h 
M

or
e 

lik
el

y 
to

 b
e 

in
 lo

w
er

 le
ve

l c
la

ss
es

, e
ve

n 
w

he
n 

th
e 

in
flu

en
ce

s 
of

S
E

S
, G

P
A

, a
nd

 s
co

re
s 

on
 a

ch
ie

ve
m

en
t t

es
ts

 a
re

 c
on

tr
ol

le
d.

 T
hi

s 
le

ad
s 

to
 th

ei
r 

pl
ac

em
en

t i
n 

hi
gh

sc
ho

ol
 n

on
-c

ol
le

ge
-b

ou
nd

 p
ro

gr
am

s 
at

 a
 m

uc
h 

gr
ea

te
r 

pe
rc

en
ta

ge
, a

nd
 a

s 
B

ra
dd

oc
k 

st
at

es
,

"d
ep

re
ss

(e
s)

 s
tu

de
nt

s'
 e

du
ca

tio
na

l a
tta

in
m

en
ts

 a
nd

 a
sp

ira
tio

ns
" 

(p
. 3

35
).

 O
ak

es
 a

nd
 G

ui
to

n

(1
99

5)
, i

n 
th

e 
th

re
e 

sc
ho

ol
s 

th
ey

 s
tu

di
ed

, f
ou

nd
 th

at
, b

ec
au

se
 o

f a
dm

in
is

tr
at

or
/te

ac
he

rs
' c

om
m

on



7

co
nc

ep
tio

ns
 a

bo
ut

 r
ac

ia
l/c

ul
tu

ra
l b

ac
kg

ro
un

ds
, h

ig
he

r 
pe

rc
en

ta
ge

s 
of

 b
la

ck
s 

an
d 

L
at

in
os

 a
re

 in
 th

e

vo
ca

tio
na

l t
ra

ck
s,

 a
nd

 W
hi

te
s 

an
d 

A
si

an
 A

m
er

ic
an

s 
ar

e 
in

 th
e 

hi
gh

 a
ca

de
m

ic
 tr

ac
ks

.

It
 w

ou
ld

 a
ls

o 
ap

pe
ar

 th
at

 tr
ac

ki
ng

 a
ff

ec
ts

 s
tu

de
nt

s'
 p

er
ce

pt
io

ns
 o

f 
th

em
se

lv
es

 a
nd

 th
ei

r

ab
ili

tie
s.

H
al

lin
an

 (
19

94
) 

re
po

rt
ed

 th
at

 s
tu

de
nt

s 
w

ho
 a

re
 p

la
ce

d 
in

 lo
w

 tr
ac

ks
 a

re
 m

or
e 

lik
el

y 
to

vi
ew

 th
ei

r 
pl

ac
em

en
t a

s 
ev

id
en

ce
 th

at
 te

ac
he

rs
 h

av
e 

a 
lo

w
 o

pi
ni

on
 o

f 
th

ei
r 

ab
ili

tie
s,

 th
ei

r 
lik

el
ih

oo
d

to
 b

e 
su

cc
es

sf
ul

 in
 s

ch
oo

l, 
an

d 
th

ei
r 

lik
el

ih
oo

d 
to

 g
o 

to
 c

ol
le

ge
.

In
si

de
r 

In
fo

rm
at

io
n

N
ot

 o
nl

y 
do

es
 tr

ac
ki

ng
 s

tr
at

if
y 

st
ud

en
ts

 b
ut

, o
nc

e 
st

ud
en

ts
 a

re
 p

la
ce

d 
in

 tr
ac

ks
, t

he
y 

re
ce

iv
e

di
ff

er
en

t t
yp

es
 o

f 
in

fo
rm

at
io

n.
 A

cc
or

di
ng

 to
 R

os
en

ba
um

 (
19

80
).

 c
ou

ns
el

or
s 

gi
ve

 c
ol

le
ge

 a
nd

 n
on

-

co
lle

ge
 tr

ac
k 

st
ud

en
ts

 d
if

fe
re

nt
 k

in
ds

 a
nd

 a
m

ou
nt

s 
of

 in
fo

rm
at

io
n 

ab
ou

t t
ra

ck
in

g 
an

d 
its

im
pl

ic
at

io
ns

 f
or

 p
os

ts
ec

on
da

ry
 e

du
ca

tio
na

l p
la

ns
. F

ri
en

ds
 a

nd
 p

ee
rs

 a
ls

o 
in

fl
ue

nc
e 

st
ud

en
ts

 in

th
ei

r 
va

ri
ou

s 
tr

ac
ks

. I
n 

fa
ct

, E
ks

tr
om

 (
19

85
) 

re
po

rt
ed

 th
at

 s
tu

de
nt

s 
in

 g
en

er
al

 a
nd

 v
oc

at
io

na
l t

ra
ck

s

ta
lk

 p
ri

m
ar

ily
 to

 f
ri

en
ds

 w
he

n 
se

le
ct

in
g 

co
ur

se
s,

 w
hi

le
 a

ca
de

m
ic

 tr
ac

k 
st

ud
en

ts
 a

ls
o 

co
ns

ul
t, 

in

ad
di

tio
n,

 p
ar

en
ts

 a
nd

 c
ou

ns
el

or
s.

 H
al

lin
an

 o
ff

er
ed

 s
im

ila
r 

fi
nd

in
gs

 (
19

90
).

 S
pe

ci
fi

ca
lly

, s
tu

de
nt

s

tu
rn

 to
 th

ei
r 

pe
er

s 
fo

r 
ad

vi
ce

 a
nd

 in
fo

rm
at

io
a.

 S
o 

st
ud

en
ts

' c
lo

se
 f

ri
en

ds
of

te
n 

th
os

e 
in

 th
e 

sa
m

e

tr
ac

ks
 a

nd
 o

f 
th

e 
sa

m
e 

se
x-

-i
nf

lu
en

ce
 tb

,..
ir

 c
ol

le
ge

 e
xp

ec
ta

tio
ns

 a
nd

 p
la

ns
.

O
ak

es
 (

19
85

),
 a

s 
w

e 
ha

ve
 a

lr
ea

dy
 M

en
tio

ne
d,

 s
ta

te
d 

th
at

 s
tu

de
nt

s 
in

 h
ig

h 
(r

ac
ks

 r
ec

ei
ve

sp
ec

ia
liz

ed
 k

no
w

le
dg

e 
ab

ou
t w

ha
t c

ou
rs

es
 to

 ta
ke

, h
ow

 to
 p

re
pa

re
 f

or
 a

nd
 ta

ke
 p

la
ce

m
en

t a
nd

ad
nn

ss
io

ns
 te

st
s,

 a
nd

 h
ow

 to
 c

om
pl

et
e 

th
e 

ap
pl

ic
at

io
n 

pr
oc

es
s.

 T
hi

s 
hi

gh
-s

ta
tu

s 
kn

ow
le

dg
e 

is

"d
is

tr
ib

ut
ed

 d
is

pr
op

or
tio

na
te

ly
 to

 th
os

e 
fr

om
 p

ri
vi

le
ge

d 
ba

ck
gr

ou
nd

s"
 (

p.
 1

99
).

 I
n 

ad
di

tio
n,

 th
e

te
ac

he
rs

 in
 th

e 
lo

w
 tr

ac
ks

 a
re

 le
ss

 li
ke

ly
 to

 r
el

at
e 

su
bj

ec
t m

at
te

r 
to

 o
th

er
 g

oa
ls

: t
ha

t i
s,

 to
 h

el
p

st
ud

en
ts

 a
cq

ui
re

 b
as

ic
 c

on
ce

pt
s 

an
d 

to
 d

ev
el

op
 m

et
ho

ds
 o

f 
in

qu
ir

y 
an

d 
pr

ob
le

m
 s

ol
vi

ng
 th

at
 m

ay

he
lp

 th
em

 d
o 

w
el

l l
at

er
 o

n 
in

 th
ei

r 
ed

uc
at

io
na

l c
ar

ee
rs

.

L
in

en
 (

19
82

) 
al

so
 r

ep
or

te
d 

th
at

 lo
w

 S
E

S 
st

ud
en

ts
, w

ho
 a

re
 le

SS
 li

ke
ly

 to
 h

av
e 

co
lle

ge
-

ed
uc

at
ed

 p
ar

en
ts

, h
av

e 
fe

w
er

 c
on

ta
ct

s 
w

ith
 w

el
l-

ed
uc

at
ed

 r
ol

e 
m

od
el

s.
 A

s 
a 

re
su

lt,
 th

es
e 

st
ud

en
ts

ar
e 

lik
el

y 
to

 h
av

e 
le

ss
 a

cc
es

s 
to

 in
fo

rm
at

io
n 

ab
ou

t p
os

ts
ec

on
da

ry
 e

du
ca

tio
n.

 I
n 

fo
cu

s 
gr

ou
p

in
te

rv
ie

w
s.

 B
ro

od
er

 (
19

87
) 

fo
un

d 
th

at
 p

ar
en

ts
 o

f 
no

n.
ac

ad
em

ic
 tr

ac
k 

st
ud

en
ts

 g
en

er
al

ly
 w

er
e 

ill
-

8

in
fo

rm
ed

 a
bo

ut
 th

e 
co

st
s 

of
 c

ol
le

ge
, t

he
 k

in
ds

 o
f 

pr
ep

ar
at

io
n 

th
ei

r 
ch

ild
re

n 
ne

ed
ed

, a
nd

 f
in

an
ci

al

ai
d 

re
gu

la
tio

ns
.

In
 r

eg
ar

d 
to

 e
du

ca
tio

na
l p

re
pa

ra
tio

n,
 K

la
cz

yn
sk

i a
nd

 R
ee

se
 (

19
91

) 
fo

un
d 

th
at

 s
tu

de
nt

s 
in

vo
ca

tio
na

l t
ra

ck
s 

or
 tr

aj
ec

to
ri

es
 a

re
 m

or
e 

lik
el

y 
to

 b
e 

or
ie

nt
ed

 to
 a

n 
"a

du
lt 

pr
ep

ar
at

io
n"

 m
od

el
.

T
ho

se
 in

 a
n 

ac
ad

em
ic

 tr
aj

ec
to

ry
 g

et
 a

 "
ca

re
er

 p
re

pa
ra

tio
n"

 o
ri

en
ta

tio
n:

 e
m

ph
as

is
 o

n 
in

te
lle

ct
ua

lis
m

an
d 

ac
hi

ev
em

en
t p

lu
s 

di
ff

er
en

t t
ea

ch
er

 e
xp

ec
ta

tio
ns

 a
nd

 c
la

ss
ro

om
 a

tm
os

ph
er

es
. I

n 
ad

di
tio

n,

R
os

en
ba

um
 (

19
80

) 
re

po
rt

ed
 th

at
 s

tu
de

nt
s 

in
 g

en
er

al
/v

oc
at

io
na

l t
ra

ck
s 

so
m

et
im

es
 u

nd
er

es
tim

at
e 

th
e

ef
fe

ct
s 

of
 th

e 
tr

ac
ks

 th
ey

 a
re

 in
. T

he
y 

m
ay

 s
ta

y 
in

 lo
w

 tr
ac

ks
, n

ot
 k

no
w

in
g 

th
e 

ha
rm

fu
l e

ff
ec

ts
 o

f

no
t g

et
tin

g 
th

e 
ki

nd
s 

of
 in

fo
rm

at
io

n 
th

ey
 n

ee
d 

to
 e

nh
an

ce
 th

ei
r 

co
lle

ge
 p

ro
sp

ec
ts

. A
dd

in
g 

to
 th

e

se
ri

ou
sn

es
s 

of
 th

is
 m

is
co

nc
ep

tio
n 

is
 th

e 
fa

ct
 th

at
, t

he
 lo

ng
er

 s
tu

de
nt

s 
ar

e 
in

 a
 p

ar
tic

ul
ar

 tr
ac

k,
 th

e

m
or

e 
lik

el
y 

th
ey

 a
re

 to
 s

ta
y 

in
 th

at
 tr

ac
k 

(K
er

sh
aw

, 1
99

2)
.

T
w

o 
Y

ea
r/

Fo
ur

 Y
ea

r 
C

ol
le

ge
 C

ho
ic

{

A
cc

or
di

ng
 to

l-
le

ar
n 

(1
98

4)
, i

n 
th

e 
ea

rl
y 

19
80

s,
 s

tu
de

nt
s 

of
 lo

w
er

 s
oc

io
ec

on
om

ic
 s

ta
tu

s,

A
fr

ic
an

 A
m

er
ic

an
s,

 a
nd

 w
om

en
 e

nr
ol

le
d 

in
 d

if
fe

re
nt

 k
in

ds
 o

f 
sc

ho
ol

s,
 e

ve
n 

w
he

n 
ac

ad
em

ic
 a

bi
lit

y,

ac
hi

ev
em

en
t a

nd
 m

ot
iv

at
io

n 
w

er
e 

co
nt

ro
lle

d 
fo

r.
 T

he
se

 s
tu

de
nt

s 
w

er
e 

m
or

e 
lik

el
y 

to
 a

tte
nd

 le
ss

se
le

ct
iv

e 
an

d 
le

ss
 f

m
an

ci
al

ly
-r

es
ou

rc
ed

 in
st

itu
tio

ns
. T

en
 y

ea
rs

 la
te

r,
 H

ea
rn

 (
19

91
) 

re
po

rt
ed

 th
at

"b
ar

ri
er

s 
to

 a
tte

nd
an

ce
 a

pp
ea

r 
to

 b
e 

gr
ea

te
r 

in
 r

cg
ar

d 
to

 w
he

re
 h

ig
h 

sc
ho

ol
 g

ra
du

at
es

 c
an

 a
tte

nd
 th

an

in
 r

eg
ar

d 
to

 w
he

th
er

 th
e 

gr
ad

ua
te

 c
an

 e
nt

er
 th

e 
sy

st
em

...
.D

em
og

ra
ph

ic
, s

oc
io

ec
on

om
ic

, a
nd

le
gi

sl
at

iv
e 

tr
en

ds
 h

av
e 

lo
w

er
ed

 th
e 

ba
rr

ie
rs

 to
 a

cc
es

s 
to

 c
ol

le
ge

 to
 s

uc
h 

an
 e

xt
en

t t
ha

t v
ir

tu
al

ly
 a

ny

hi
gh

 s
ch

oo
l g

ra
du

at
e 

ca
n 

no
w

 o
bt

ai
n 

en
tr

y 
in

to
 s

om
e 

pa
rt

 o
f 

th
e 

po
st

se
co

nd
ar

y 
sy

st
em

. T
ha

t

sy
st

em
 is

 e
xt

re
m

el
y 

di
ff

er
en

tia
te

d,
 h

ow
ev

er
" 

(p
. 1

58
).

O
ne

 s
ou

rc
e 

of
 d

if
fe

re
nt

ia
tio

n 
is

 th
e 

le
ve

l o
f 

po
st

se
co

nd
ar

y 
in

st
itu

tio
n 

a 
st
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Table 1
Numbers of cases h......i.lalfonnat per analysis type

Group

Student background characteristics on
Total
Male
Female
White/Caucasian
Black/African American
Hispanic/Latino
Asian/Pacific American

track placement
3.353
1.805
1.547
2.728

250
214
215

I 'arious factors upon students' perceptions of their
chances to attend college

Total 4.585
Male 2.357
Female 2.228
White/Caucasian 3,625
Black/African American 402
Hispanic/Latino 342
Asian/Pacific American 155

100%
54%
46%
79%

7%
6%
6%

100%
51%
49%
79%
9%
7%
3%

I'arious factors upon students' eventual application
to a 4-year postsecondary institution

Total 4,385 100%
Male 2,251 51%
Female 2.134 49%
White/Caucasian 3.497 80%
Black/African American 360 8%
Hispanic/Latino 323 7%
Asian/Pacific American 148 3%
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Table 3
Ortho onal factor loadin and reliabilities for study

Scale Loading Alpha

Parental desire for postsecondary education fbr child (1988) .9053
Mother's desire .9092
Father's desire .9092

Self-reported ability in 4 subjects (1988) .7923
Science ability .7501
English ability .7281
Social studies ability .7102
Math ability .6134

Support from teachers and others (1990) .7501
Teacher .8165
Counselor .7287
Coach .5517
Relative .5314

Discussed college requirement issues with parents (1990) .6654
Discussed high school course selection .7214
Discussed taking the ACT/SAT .6102
Discussed going to college .5662

Support from school with college applications (1992) .6636
Help with postsecondary school applications .7110
Help with financial aid applications .6418
Help with application essays .5641
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